[Infectious diarrhoea in children under five years].
to determine the prevalence of rotavirus in acute diarrhea among children under 5 years and to describe the epidemiology, clinical trials of rotavirus diarrhea and compare them with those of other gastroenteritis. A Prospective study during 1 year (1 January 2007-31 December 2007) was conducted in the department of Pediatrics B of the Children's Hospital of Tunis. 117 children aged under than 5 years and admitted for acute community gastroenteritis were included in the study. A search of rotavirus in the stool, collected within 48 hours of admission, was performed by a rapid detection of viral antigens: proteins specific RV group A (VP6 protein of the capsid) using enzyme immunoassay technique: sandwich ELISA (IDEIA Rotavirus Dako). Rotavirus diarrhea accounted for 25% of acute gastroenteritis. The average age of rotavirus gastroenteritis was 11 months +/- 1.78. We have noted a male predominance with a sex ratio of 1.2. The seasonal distribution of rotavirus gastroenteritis showed three peaks of incidence (January, May and July). The respiratory signs were more frequently found in rotavirus gastroenteritis group. Rotavirus gastroenteritis had a higher severity score compared with other gastroenteritis (8.44 vs 6.75 P = 0.01). The duration of hospitalization was longer in rotavirus group with a difference close to significance p = 0.07. The seasonal distribution of rotavirus gastroenteritis has three peaks of incidence. The gastroenteritis Rotavirus affects very young infants and has more severe symptoms than other gastroenteritis and is significantly associated with respiratory signs.